Hermeneutical Study #3
Bible Study Tools

When you are becoming a student of the Word, you need to surround yourself with study tools that will enhance your study. Since our salvation is reliant upon us knowing the truth, and the truth is found within the pages of the Word of God, then we must interpret it correctly. 

To just take for granted that your minister is preaching the truth to you is to place yourself in a dangerous, and even suicidal, position. Paul said in Philippians 3:10 that His highest ambition was to “know Him.” How can a person know God?
· John 1:1 says that in the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
· If the Word is God, then by knowing the Word we will therefore know God.
· If the Word is God, then we must be cautious as to how we interpret it and use it.

So as we begin this journey tonight, one of the most asked questions is, “What version of the Bible do I use?” So to explore this a little further, let examine the beginning of the English Bible as we know it today.

The Bible

In 1382 the Wyclif Bible was the first complete Bible to be translated into English. Other translators such as Tyndale, Coverdale and Matthew soon followed. 

Then in 1604, James I of England called the churchmen together for a conference at Hampton Court. There Dr. John Reynolds, who was a prominent Puritan leader and the president of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, proposed this resolution:
· “That a translation be made of the whole Bible, as consonant as can be to the original Hebrew and Greek; and this to be set out and printed, without any marginal notes, and only to be used in all churches of England in time of divine service.”

King James heartily approved of the resolution actively promoted the work. By July of 1604 he says that he had “appointed certain learned men to the number of four and fifty for the translating of the Bible.”
· They were divided into six panels: three panels for the Old Testament, two for the New Testament, and one for the Apocrypha.
· The Apocrypha was a group of writings of questionable authorship and was not included in the original canonization of the Bible.
· The rules called for close cooperation between the members of each group.
· When the work was finished, two members from each of the three centers met as a committee to go over the final translation before it was printed.
· The effort was to ensure a job well done.
· The actual work of translation took four years (1607-1611).

There was one rule given that was not followed, and was never corrected. The rule: to use the commonly known form of proper names.
· Thus we have the difference in names between Old and New Testaments.
· Isaiah and Esaias; Jeremiah and Jeremias; Elijah and Elias; Elisha and Eliseus; Hosea and Osee; Jonah and Jonas.

Also there is another common misconception about the King James Version. It is often referred to as “The Authorized Version”, but the Great Bible of 1539 and the Bishop’s Bible of 1560 were both authorized versions.

Since that time, there have been several translations made. The New International Version has been one of the most popular. It actually follows the original language as closely as any; but in some places it is not accurate and so a person should be giving careful analysis of all scriptures dealing with salvation.
· One of the more prominent men of our District uses the NIV all the time. You have heard him preach at the Campground and use it from the pulpit.
· I asked him about it and he has stated that his studies did not reveal any doctrinal errors that he could find.
· I have seen some interesting facts concerning the NIV translation, so I am careful about using it for doctrinal purposes.
· I prefer the KJV simply for its accurateness and careful translation.

When using other works like the Amplified Bible or the Living Bible, keep in mind that they are not translations. Their purpose is merely to enhance your thinking of what the scripture is saying. These works are a paraphrase of the scripture and can be very misleading, even to the point of dangerous for your knowledge of truth.
· Case in point: The Amplified Bible in Genesis 1:26 uses the common and traditional idea that God was in conference with the other parties of the Godhead when He said, “Let us make man.”
· So, these versions should simply be used to enhance your study of scripture.
· For instance, the Living Bible makes many of the proverbs very clear in the Book of Proverbs.

So to answer the question, the best version to use for your doctrinal issues of salvation would be the KJV. Another version to use would be the NKJV, which has made very little changes to the KJV other than changing the Old World English into more of a modern day English. This is the version that Bro. Garritson uses and is approved by myself and the UPCI.

Other Tools

It is possible to basically understand the Bible without any other materials than the Bible itself; but it can be very difficult and would take a lifetime of study.

The first thing to consider is a good Study Bible. There are many good ones out there, but it usually falls upon the personal preference of which one you like.
· Some of the most common ones are:
· Thompson Chain Reference Bible
· Dugan Topical Reference Bible
· Nave’s Reference Bible
· Scofield Reference Bible
· Dake’s Reference Bible
· Something to keep in mind is that a lot of these Bibles have notes referencing the Trinitarian doctrine. So basically you will have “eat the chicken and throw out the bones.”
· Also, there are many different computer software companies now that make very good Bible study programs. You can spend as little as $25 or as much as several hundred.
· Of course the more you pay the more you get and the better quality.
· Some good ones are:
· QuickVerse- which I use.
· PC Study Bible- which a lot of other minister’s use.
· With most of these, you will get a basic program of several Bible versions, an atlas, a reference system and usually a Hebrew/Greek dictionary.

Other useful tools are:
· Concordances
· The most exhaustive is usually Strong’s Exhaustive.
· Another good one is Young’s.
· Cruden’s is also usually very good.
· Bible Encyclopedias and Dictionaries
· The most widely used Hebrew/Greek Dictionary is the Strong’s- which I use a lot. It is very user-friendly.
· Easton’s Bible Dictionary; Holman Bible Dictionary; Parson’s Bible Dictionary; New Unger’s Bible Dictionary.
· International Standard Bible Encyclopedia
· Encyclopedia of World Religions
· Commentaries
· Keep in mind that there are three different kinds of commentaries:
1. Devotional commentaries: give you good ideas concerning scripture.
2. Exegetical commentaries: explain the meaning of scripture
3. Homiletical commentaries: good for sermon material
· Good devotional commentaries:
· Matthew Henry Commentaries
· Adam Clarke Commentaries
· Common exegetical commentaries:
· Barnes Notes
· Pulpit Commentary
· Homiletical commentary
· Most common is Biblical Illustrator
· A good beginner’s commentary could be the Jamieson, Faussett and Brown’s Commentary on the Whole Bible.
· It is a one-volume commentary and has excellent notes.
· It will cover most of the basic passages you will need help with, but it is not exhaustive and is not considered to be a complete exegetical commentary.

Summary

These study help will help you in your pursuit of the study of God’s Word. Remember they cannot replace the Bible, but can help you to discover the great nuggets that are hidden in the treasure field of His Word.

Discussion Questions:

1. What steps can you make to ensure that you are interpreting the Bible correctly?

2. What can you say would be the value of a good commentary?

3. Why is the KJV of the Bible still the most widely accepted version among most Christians?

4. Why it would it not be a good idea to use the NIV for doctrinal studies relating to salvation? The Living Bible or Amplified Bible?

5. What would be the need for a good Bible dictionary sitting near your place of Biblical study?
