The Importance of Study
If we are to embark upon a hermeneutical study of how to pull treasures from the word of God, then we must first look at the importance of this process.

When Paul was writing to his son-in-the-Lord in a training-type series, he was giving him sound advice concerning the Word of God. 
· This is one particular area where we see a mentor/student relationship that taught the importance of correct study of the Word.

· If Timothy was going to be effective in his future ministry (whatever that would be at the time), he would need to have powerful insight and understanding of the scriptures.

Some of the things he taught Timothy included:

1. I Tim 1:12 It was Christ who had enabled (empowered) him.

2. I Tim 1:18-19 That through the prophecies of old and holding onto faith and good conscience he could put up a good fight

3. I Tim 2:5 That there is only one God
4. I Tim 3 That if a person desire the office of ministry that there were certain things that would define him and set him apart.

5. I Tim 4 There would be those that would depart from the faith and to keep others in remembrance of these, thereby becoming a good minister

6. I Tim 4:12-15 Instructing him to not be intimidated and to give himself to study of the word and to keep the gift of ministry stirred up.

7. I Tim 5 To honor those that have paved the way before you and respect the elders and widows.

8. I Tim 6 To fight the good fight of faith and flee the things of the flesh

I could go on into 2 Timothy but I believe you are getting the picture. What I have done here is a simple illustration of hermeneutical breakdown. 
One scripture in particular sheds some light on the importance of correct study.
2 Timothy 2:15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
The word “study” used in the Greek form appears several other times in the N.T. which are interpreted as three main words: diligence, labor, and endeavor.

The implication here is that study is not something to be taken lightly, but it requires dedication, commitment and work.

Taking a closer look at that particular scripture, there are three things that study will accomplish.

1. Study will make you approved unto God.

2. Study will make you confident and complete in your knowledge.

3. Study will give you the tools to correctly dissect the Word and use it rightly.

Have you noticed there that by studying you will be affecting the three most important people in your life: God, yourself, and those that you will minister to.

On the first night of this session, I am asking all of you to commit to these Monday night studies. 

· It will take time out of your schedule.

· The devil will do his best to create conflicts with your time and energy.

· But, there is power in applying yourself to Biblical study.

What is a hermeneutical study?
The word hermeneutics means “the science of interpretation; or, the branch of theology that deals the principles of Biblical exegesis.”

· Of course the word exegesis means “critical explanation or analysis.”

So in reality what we are going to be diving into is ways to study the Word of God using interpretive skills and principles that help us to see things that would NOT normally be seen or recognized.

The Bible is divided up into many different areas to provide a wide spectrum of understanding, but the Bible only has one author and therefore is extremely focused on one purpose.

So as we begin to look at different things in the Word of God, remember that there are certain contextual limitations that we must be aware of.

In other words, you cannot take the scripture in Eccesiastes 12:12 where it says that “much study is a weariness of the flesh” and use it to describe the needless study of the Word of God.
· If you were to take a closer look at that passage before and after you would see that it is more than likely referring to the study of wise men and books over the words of Truth.

· Many a false doctrine and many a man have failed over taking a scripture out of context and using for their own understanding.

We must first have one revelation concerning the Word of God and that is found in 2 Peter 1:20, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.”

· We cannot and must not fall into the trap of arguing over our interpretation of scripture.

· The Word will be the Word, no matter how much man misconstrues it.
· Hermeneutical study will help us to understand the Word according to how it was written in Bible days.

The first thing we must do is be willing to cast aside all of our preconceived ideas and replace them with fresh revelation if it is revealed as such. We cannot just do what is right in our own eyes…even if that is what we interpret it to be.
Discussion Questions:

1. Why would a correct study of the Word be important?
2. Who are the three most important people in your life that study affects?

a. God
b. Yourself
c. Those you are ministering to.
3. What are the 5 major divisions of the 39 books of the Old Testament?
a. The Law (or Pentateuch) Genesis- Deuteronomy

b. History 


Joshua- Esther

c. Poetic



Job- Song of Solomon

d. Major Prophets

Isaiah- Daniel

e. Minor Prophets

Hosea- Malachi

4. What are the 5 major divisions of the 26 books of the New Testament?
a. The Gospels


Matthew- John

b. Early Church History
Acts

c. Pauline Epistles and Hebrews
Romans- Hebrews

d. General Epistles

James- Jude

e. Prophecy


Revelation

5. What would you consider to be the most confusing subject in the Word of God? Explain your answer.
