Hermeneutical Study #2
Becoming Familiar with Scripture 
First of all, one of the major reasons you need to be familiar with scripture is for your own salvation. Acts 2:40 says that you are to “save yourselves from this untoward generation.” Also 2 Timothy 2:15 adds that you are to “Study to show thyself approved unto God.”

It is very important that you know the scriptures for your own salvation. Don’t trust a man to tell you what is right, you need to know for yourself. When your Pastor preaches a message, you should perform your own study to see if he is preaching the truth or if he is leading you astray.

I may not be your pastor forever and although you trust me to preach the truth, you must be prepared for the unknown. Your soul is much too important to play around with or trust it to just anyone.

Familiarity
The definition of familiarity is:

1. Thorough knowledge or mastery of a subject

2. Close relationship or acquaintance; intimacy
3. Becoming thoroughly conversant
How do you become familiar with something? You spend a lot of time with it. One way to familiarize yourself with the Word of God is to follow the hand rule.
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Thumb: 
Meditate (Psalm 1:2)


-Meditate upon it day and night.

Index: 
Memorize (Prov. 7:3)


-memorize it or “engraft” it into our heart

Middle:
Study (2 Tim. 2:15)


-Study it all of our lives

Ring: 
Read (Rev. 1:3)


-read it for ourselves.

Pinky:
Hear (Rom. 10:17)


-by the foolishness of preaching are we saved

Think of the Word in this manner: It is the mind of God. So when we know the Word, we know His mind. The mind of God planned the Bible well ahead of time. Many writers spread apart by many centuries wrote the books of the Bible and they all agree with each other; every system, every historical narrative, every prophecy agree.
One thing we must have is a love for the truth. Paul taught in 2 Thess. 2:10-12 that the people who seek after the antichrist will be those who have no love for the truth. Having a love for truth will direct your steps into deeper study. 

· If you will consider for a moment that there are thousands just like you who are interpreting the Bible much differently from the way you see it.

· Those people have studies as you have, prayed as you have, and trusted God to direct them in His Word as you have.
· So all the factors of the Bible need to be implemented in order to correctly evaluate the accuracy of your findings.

· Truth is not your interpretation of the Bible. Truth is what God has said regardless of your interpretation.

If you will consider with me that in Jesus’ day the theologians were the most learned people concerning scripture, but they totally missed the Messiah.

· So it is important that you study for yourself and know the Word so that you are not led astray nor kept from a very powerful truth as many were in Jesus’ day.

In following what the Psalmist David said in 119:11-16, we need to hide the Word in our heart, meditate on it, and not forget His Word. These are some things we can do to accomplish this.
1. Plan ahead and prepare for appropriate study.

a. Learn to accumulate material.

b. Learn the value of and how to use commentaries, dictionaries, concordances, and other Scriptural aids.

c. Learn the value of indexes to books and the table of contents to locate material.

2. Develop an easy method of memorization.

a. Repeat something every day for a week and you will remember it for months.

b. Use things to provoke your memory, like rhymes (similar to ABC’s), or mnemonics (like Richard of York Gave Battle In Vain for the colors of the prism- red, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet.)

c. Consider the nations that Amos addressed and you could remember them by using the Dead God TEAM. This is simply reminding you that it was Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Amon, Moab and then Judah and Israel.

3. Find some way to illustrate what you study.

a. Everything dies without an example of it.

b. That is why the Bible is so filled with illustration.

c. Jesus used hundreds of common things to illustrate His great doctrines.

d. Help it to come alive in your mind.

4. Meditate on what you study.
a. Spend a lot of time on a subject until you have absorbed it into your mind.

b. It requires going over the passage many times and in different ways.

c. Read it, think upon it, visualize it in your mind, personalize it, pray it to God, and memorize it.

Remember that there are many treasures that you will miss by just scanning the surface of the Word. You will earn great understanding of the Word through sincere and in-depth study of the scriptures.

Discussion questions:

1. What evidence do we have that the Bible was a planned Book? (All the different writers agreed with one another. Every system, historical narrative, and prophecy agree.)
2. How would your interpretation of scripture influence your conduct? (Your views on social issues will be Biblically based, We learn to be financially secure; what is right and wrong; how to dress; what kind of attitude we need; etc.)

3. Using the story of the rich young ruler, how would you interpret his attitude using the principle of scripture? (Jesus asked him to do one thing to prove that he did not keep the Law of God at all. He broke the commandment of having only one God- money was in fact his main god. He broke the commandment of loving thy neighbor as thyself- he wanted it all for himself. Since all the law and the prophets are bound up in these two laws, he proved he did not keep the Law of God at all.)
4. In 1 Corinthians, Paul had used the Israelites being led through the wilderness as examples that we should not be as they were and lust after the quail and then worship the golden calf. What Bible event can you say has been an example to you to either do or not do?
