· Malachi 3:10 “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”

· 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”

By NOT paying our tithes and offerings, then we are robbing God. God CANNOT bless us if withhold these tithe and offerings. The windows of heaven will only be opened IF we are faithful to God in our commitment to His financial plan.

Notes: _________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________
Scriptures on Offering
I have included a few explanations for your benefit.

The word “offering” means “a donation or tribute, usually voluntary.” It is used 724 times in 504 verses.
Cain and Abel were the first to offer an offering unto the Lord.

· Genesis 4:3-4a “And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof….”
The principle for giving was also established through the offerings that were offered by these two brothers. An offering should not come from our abundance, but from a heart of sacrifice. It should cost us something to give to God.
· Genesis 4:3b-4a “…And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect….”
The offering is different from the tithe. The tithe is commanded and belongs to God. An offering is voluntary and comes from the heart of giver. It shows your love and appreciation to God.
· Exodus 35:5 “Take ye from among you an offering unto the LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the LORD;” 

· Leviticus 23:38 “Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD.”
· Deuteronomy 16:10 “And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the LORD thy God with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the LORD thy God, according as the LORD thy God hath blessed thee:”
· Ezra 7:16 “And all the silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of Babylon, with the freewill offering of the people, and of the priests, offering willingly for the house of their God which is in Jerusalem:”

The offering was established for the keeping of the Temple. The support came from the offerings of the people.

· Exodus 25: 3-8 “Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering. And this is the offering which ye shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass, And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim wood, Oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense, Onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate. And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.”
· Exodus 35:21 “And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD'S offering to the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments.”
· Nehemiah 10:37 “And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and the tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage.”

So why do we bring an offering when we come to church?

· Psalm 96:8 “Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts.”
